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SECOND CONGRESS OF MAYORS OF ALGERIA 


/The Second Congress of Mayors of Algeria was held in Constantine 
on 5 and 6 October 1952. Mayors of various western European cities 
attended as guests . There were many speeches on local matters and 
some on international relations. The following are summaries of news- 
paper accounts- of the., proceedings and of a nationalist press criticism 
of the congress. 


25X1 I I 

List Major Participants in the Congress 

Le Journal d 1 Alger reported on 2 October 1952 that Governor General Leonard 
would address the Second Congress of Mayors. It indicated that mayors of France 
and members of the Mouvement dea Communes d* Europe (Movement of Communes cf Europe) 
would also be present. The newspaper's list of speakers included the following: 
Eugene Valle, mayor of Constantine and delegate to the Algerian Assembly; Tseila, 
president of the Interfederation des Maires d' Alger le (Interfederation of Mayors 
of Algeria); Froger, mayor jf Boufarik, delegate to the Algerian Assembly, presi- 
dent of the Federation des Maires du Department d 1 Alger (Federation of Mayors of 
the Algiers Department), and vice-president of the Association Rationale des Maires 
de France (National Association of Mayors of France). 

Also, Prince, mayor of Hussein Dey and secretary general of the interfeder- 
ation; Fournier, mayor of Kerrata and president of the General Council of Con- 
stantine; Falcone, mayor of Collo and deputy secretary general of the interfed- 
eration; Braci, vice-president of the Federation des Maires du Department de 
Constantine (Federation or Mayors or the Constant ine Deparumru l ) , Buuaillr. , .unyov 
of Guyotville; Gilbert Gaouer, secretary general of the Mouvement des Communes 
d'Surope; Henri Alci, mayor, of Bugeaud, gene*, 1 councilor, and delegate to the 
Algerian Assembly; Alfred Malpel , mayor of Batna, general councilor and delegate 
to the Algerian Assembly; and Le Gallo, mayor of Boulogne-Billancourt and secre- 
tary general of the Association Naticnale des Maires de France . 
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d The newspaper also listed various delegates from European communities as 

« follows: Italy, D'Angelo, member of the Regional Assembly of Sicily; Belgium, 

Rene Jurdant; Saar, Diedrich-Brokmeir; Luxembourg,* J.R. Wilheim; and unidentified 
delegates from Great Britain and Switzerland. 

The report stated that before proceeding to Constantine, the visiting dig- 
nitaries would be taken on a tour of Fhilippeville and Bone, where they would be 
shown docks, new buildings, factories, and industries . (1) 

L'Echo d* Alger of 6 October gave the following additional names of partici- 
{ pants at the congress: Delrieu, senator; Charles Brincat, delegate to the Alger - 

' ian Assembly; Teuler, member of the Federation des Maires /specific federation 

1 , not Indicated/. Monsignor Duval; Fouques-Duparc, senator, mayor of Oran; Bernard 

i Lecomu, prefect of Constantine; and Raoul Mandon, vice-president of the Algerian 

Assembly. (2) 

Other names, given by L*£chc d’Oran on 7 October were as follows: Pantaloni, 
deputy, mayor of Bone; Jacques Augarde , senator, mayor or Bougie; and Mme Regine 
Lieu, mayor of Bordj Bou Arreridj and delegate to the Algerian Assembly. (3) 



' 1 Mayors Speak on Local Matters, Pass Resolution 

l According to the 6 October issue of Le Journal d 1 Alger , the congress opened 

on 5 October with a welcoming address by Isella, followed by Mayor Valle's state- 
ment that the participants would see in Algeria a hard-working country, indisso- 
lubly bound to France. The newspaper report vent on to say that Mayor Froger spoke 
on 'Algeria, Component of European Civilization" ; that Mayor Fournier dealt with 
the problem of power supply in Algeria; that Broci presented a study on municipal 
centers; and that Mayor Falcone explained the economic situation of the Constan- 
tine Department. 

Afterward, according to the source. Mayor Valle put to a vote a motion, unan- 
imously approved by the congress, expressing the opinion that the mayors of Algeria 
should be represented in the Con6eil Economtque (Economic Council) and that the rep- 
resentation should be sufficient tc enable them to contribute adequately to dis- 
cussions of Algerian economic affairs. (M 


Banquet Speeches by Former Minister, Governor General 

In its issue of 6 October, Le Journal d* Alger also reported that a banquet 
vas held m the afternoon of ? October, when delegate Gaouer, speaking for ns 
colleagues of the Mouveraent des Communes d' Europe, said that the j)T*s*mcr: of 
France could be felt ir. Algeria. According to the source, he de :1a red that the 
mayors'visit had not beer, an "organized" tour, so that they were able to speak 
with city and rural workers and to observe the perfect accord between both these 
e' aments. 

The report then stated that Rene Mayer, former minister of France /end cur- 
rently mayor cf a small French commune/, developed a theme on the three preoccu- 
pations of France, that is, in the Atlantic, European /Rhine land/, and Me liter 
ranean spheres According to the report, Mayer stated that French North Africa, 
strengthened and unified with France , would make possible the. defense of Europe.. 
The report went on tc quote him as saying that France has nothing to hide, ncr 
does she need to conceal or justify her actions In the French Union 


The source reported Governor General Leonard as expressing his satisfaction 
with the opportunity to show the visiting mayors not only what had been aexorr* 
plished in Algeria, but the huge task that remained tc be carried out Ke vas 
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addin^that^l^rTf rei ^ r ^ tln 8 i , the idea of French-North African solidarity 
massive African continent splen ^ ’ necessar F link between Europe and’the 

In conclu 6 ion he vas re; o rt ri a r n ' teS the gre&t hope ° f ^ure Europe." 
bad come at the invitation of The ax P rajsln B bis conviction that all those who 
done in Algeria "fS he Algerian mayors would witness what was being 

strata of the people in a f^ternai a e f for t ^ h ( 4 ) WU1 WhiCh unlte8 &11 the 
Fi nal Addresses Inclu d e Thoughts on European Unity 

spoke on the C advanta6e5 & of f -i ^ua^ 0 ln5uran ce eP roi? d ^ 6 October ' Ma y° r Bucaille 

on rural dwell* n*s LL? rl r^T insurance, followed by Mayor Malpel with a talk 

Gaouer with a description of the Mr tae bistory of federations of mayors, and 
that Gaouer fn^edihe th" ta^f 8 The ^ated 

to national and econom< - interns n » i - taEk of unifying Europe, referring 
caused dissension amo?rthe rl*ion« of a " d entQn S led *>rc«s «Wd> have 

enemies. The problem he wa<-’ nuo'-'ed n -urope ana turned them into traditional 
and those w ho believe L the SQylng ’ is unla - ue m the world of today, 

u.r .. . ,h " r ie ' 

Na tionalist Denies Congress Represents Algeria 

On 1 November, L'Algerle Libre, htvwviv nf rVr rrrT _ ,.. 

— «: •srisrs^rs^sr^ c »- 

po.-ed A ^h!" e the l ; q ' ! 'V' n ^ ii ” uh tho colonial institutions in Algeria must have «„ B . 
poued that the hundreds of mayors at the recent congress ve4 naini- l ? ! 7 p 

t s£r“Es? 

i~.i «K."L”S 

tion t»™ CU<iVt: ’* bei - evc ‘ ln the representatives who, from the lav of th“i” * 
ftc?ai h i * t “.- ir 3 * rvlce r ° the people and who refuse tu jump on The 

uo^iisr^ntT" oniy tn * rewsentativM •« thc - - 
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